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others may be left out of account. It was a isso.
question whether he or Mr. Forster should govern
Ireland. This is no disparagement of Lord
Cowper. When the Chief Secretary is in the
Cabinet and the Lord Lieutenant is not, their legal
relations are reversed, and the nominal subordinate
becomes the actual master. Mr. Forster, repre-
senting the principle of authority, and Mr. Parnell,
representing the spirit of Nationalism,, were in-
evitably drawn into single combat. The imminence
of criminal proceedings, which could not be taken
without delay, had no effect in repressing disorder
or intimidating the * Land League. Ten days after
the public announcement of the prosecution Lord
Cowper wrote to Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Forster being
in London, s& I am more convinced every day and
every hour of the necessity of suspending the
Habeas Corpus Act and having an Arms Bill."
Ten days afterwards he intimated that he must NOV. 23.
resign in January if his request for further powers
were not granted.1 He believed that a general
massacre of landlords was not impossible. The
heads of the police persuaded Forster that they
could lay their hands at once upon the men really
responsible for outrage, if only they were allowed
to act without the tiresome formality of proof.
At the Lord Mayor's dinner Mr. Gladstone ac- MOV. a.
knowledged that the duty of enforcing the law
took precedence of every other, and on the same
occasion the Lord Chancellor,2 as became his office,
spoke even more impressively to the same effect.
** I feel very strongly," wrote Lord Cowper a month Dec. 12.
later, " that Parliament ought to be called together
without delay." The Cabinet yielded at last to the
urgency of Mr. Forster, and two days after Christ-
mas, the day before the trial of the Land Leaguers

* O'Brien's Life qf Pametty I pp. 258-260.
2 Lord Selborne.